Web Accessibility Resources
This is by no means a comprehensive list. For more links and for updates, visit http://webmasters.mnscu.edu/access/faculty/
Accesselearning: http://www.accesselearning.net/
“A free,online ten-module tutorial that offers information, instructional techniques, and practice labs on how to make the most common needs in distance education accessible for individuals with disabilities, and enhance the usability of online materials for all students.”

Accessibility in Distance Education: http://www.umuc.edu/ade/
A focus on “helping faculty develop accessible online learning materials for people with disabilities. ”  Includes information about accessibility and disabilities, legal issues, how-tos, and best practices.

Access IT: http://www.washington.edu/accessit/
Another program at the University of Washington, aimed more directly at educators.

Georgia Tech Research on Accessible Distance Education: http://www.catea.org/grade/
GRADE's mission is to improve the accessibility of distance education
for students with disabilities. Includes course design models, application-specific guidelines (e.g. for making accessible Word or PowerPoint files), and the highly recommended Accesselearning tutorial.
University of Washington's DO-IT: http://www.washington.edu/doit/

Tutorials, articles, videos, and very good resources for faculty at:

    http://www.washington.edu/doit/Faculty/
    http://www.washington.edu/doit/Resources/accessdl.html
WebAIM: Web Accessibility in Mind: http://webaim.org/
One of the best resources for web accessibility. Although not focused on education, it is a project at Utah State University. Introduction, laws, guidelines, tools, research, articles, products and services, how-tos, and more. 

W3C Web Accessibility Initiative (WAI): http://www.w3.org/WAI/

Part of the World Wide Web Consortium, which oversees web “standards” such as HTML and CSS, the WAI’s site includes guidelines, techniques, training curricula, slide presentations, etc. Their material tends to be technical in nature, as you might expect from standards bodies.
Desire2Learn Accessibility Tips
This is a short list of suggestions for making course materials and pages in Desire2Learn more accessible. For more ideas and links, visit http://webmasters.mnscu.edu/access/faculty/
Web Pages
1. Whether using D2L or an external tool to create your web page (HTML), use headings to organize the document in an outline structure. Use bulleted or numbered lists where appropriate, too.

2. Always add meaningful alternative text to images, video, and other non-textual elements on the page (this includes Flash).
3. Use color and images to convey meaning, but do not use color alone. 
4. Use a vertical layout for multiple-choice quiz questions.
5. Use single-column layouts instead of multiple-column, table-based ones.
6. If your college has a template for creating course content pages. If it doesn’t, ask why not. (
7. Avoid spatial directions (“click the right arrow in the upper left of page”). 

8. Always use meaningful link text – i.e. not “click here.”
9. Favor short pages over long ones. They’re easier to navigate to and through. In longer documents, provide internal links in a short table of contents.
10. Use simple tables rather than complex ones, and identify row and column headers.
11. Provide captions or transcripts for audio and video.

Word, PowerPoint, PDF

1. The most effective way to create an accessible PDF is to make the source document accessible.
2. Just as in HTML pages, add meaningful alternative text to images, video, and other non-textual elements.
3. Use headings to structure your document.
4. When scanning a textual document to create a PDF, use OCR rather than embedding an image of the text in the PDF.
5. When possible, provide a document in multiple formats – e.g. Word, RTF, PDF, HTML. Often a native Word document is more easily accessible with assistive technology than the equivalent PDF, but you have broader reach with other formats.
